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Abstract

Black Sea region of Twrkey is located in north part of the country al the
wtersection point of three continents as a bridge beiween Asia-Ewrope and Black
Sea-Mediterranean Sea. The region occupies 18% of Twrkey's tervitory and it is the
third ome in terms of area size in the cowntry. Iis shape looks like a stripe by 1400
km cast-west length and 100-200 ks north-south length. The popwlation of the
region is 8439213 based on the 2010 census that 66% of whom is active
population comiributes 1o the ecomomy. 4.137.166 people live in cities and
4,301,747 people live in villages This makes it the only one of the seven regions of
Turkey in which movre people live in rural rather than wban areas.

Black Sea region has the key imporiance to Ewrope both politically and
ecomomically. Policy experts and specialists in Ewropean Commission work on
opportunities and risks of regional cooperation. The region. border on Bulgaria,
Romamia and Greece in Ewrope as well as Turkey as a candidate counltry covers
former Sowviet states of Armenia, Azerbafjan, Georgia, Moldova, Ukraine and
Russia. The Black Sea links morth to sowth and east to west by connecting Ewrope
and Asia.

Recem: history of the region is also very important in ils increasing interest
for EU and for the world as well. In the last two decades the Black Sea basin
witnessed the rransformation of the former communist socteties and the impact of
globalization.

This paper deals with key development potentials of the region considering
cross border integration as transportation. towism, cwltwal and architectural
herirage in the basin.

1. Introduction

Black Sea lies along the north part of Turkey and forms Black Sea region of
the country (Figure 1). The region is located at the intersection point of three
continents as a bridge between Asia-Europe and Black Sea-Meditermancan Sea
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Figure 2: Main cities of Black Sea region
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region is ranked as 5* in the ranking of the
most of the population of the region lives i
ism, transportation metworks, m
lopment plan.

2. Economic Dcnhplnnl of the Region
In recent years, economic development .
ing. Pameululy with changes and g
Turkey the situstion is going in positive way T
onomic ludenintbeBlaekSﬂ*“ :
ies. Following severe ecomomic crises
country has conducted intense structural
lopment and political stability.

In the case of Bulgaria and Romania
International Monctary Fund (IMF) and the §
for reform and sound economic policies. This
unlike the past decade, reforms are not cychical b
‘economic transformation and growth has been
control. As a result, Foreign Direct llv__
the Black Sea countries register annual
percent. Despite general positive MM
satisfactory levels and the pace differs between o
serious concerns at the state lovel that are
problematic for the region’s development as & _
market access include weakness in the rule of lw, comupto
bureaucracy, and inefTective judicial systems. ANl these factors
local entrepreneurs and foreign investors to do : : ‘

Economic challenges of the region can be I

* Rulc of law,

* Cormuption,

e Politics,

¢ Balance of payments,

e Agrculture dependent economy,

e Free trade agreements,

* Energy,

o [nfrastructure.

Regarding ecomomic development, privatization, attracting FDI, and
modemization of infrastructure should be at the forefront of all govemment
agendas. In additrom, restructuring the inefficient industries and encouraging
entreprencurship will stimulate growth and decrease the large current account
deficits of the states in the Black sea arca.

3. Strategic Key Points of the Region
Black Sea region has the key importance to Europe both politically and
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. w regional motorway network and several highway
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* By Land Road; to the West and Balkans, to lran, lraq, Syria, Jordan,
Georgia, Middle East and Gulf Countries,
* By RO-RO; to Italy, Russia and Asia, and other Black Sea Countries.

transportation/shipping
is not widespread. Total number of active seaports and piers (landing space) are 12
in the region. Some prominent ones are Giresun, Trabzom, Rize, Cayeli and Hopa

Eastern Black Sca has a very special position for Turkey through its warm
elimate, mountains, wide forests and glorious nature. Its peculiar characteristics
creates possibilities for alternative tourism types, like water tourism, health and
congress tourism, eco tourism, winter lourism, nature sports, and so on. It is
possible to say that the nature of the region is still untouched and very rich with its
ecology and endemic flora. Besides the natural beauties the long history of the
region dated B.C. 15 another point of attraction. There are many cultural propertics
from Christian and Otuoman period.

Those who dislike the heat and humidity of the summer in the Mediterrancan
~and Acgean regions of Turkey, escape 10 the plateau of the mountains in the Black
Sea region which are almost permaneatly cloudy and receive immense amounts of
rain and are very amractive with rich flora and fauna, forests, crater lakes,
waterfalls, rivers, streams, mountain and nature walk, rafting, cance and winter
- sports, hunting and fishing, grass skiing, bealing water and local dishes.

Black Sea region is one of the richest areas in terms of rivers in Turkey.
Kizilomak River (Red river), the longest river of Turkey lics on Black Sea region
- and dumped into the Black Sea. Coruh river with its Jength of 376 km is one of the
world's fastest-flowing and the deepest river. Other important rivers of the region
are Yesilrmak and Sakarya nivers. Beside rivers there are s0 many natural and
- artificial lakes in the region. The most attractive natural lakes are Caga, Melen
- (Efteni) and Abant.

There are four natural parks in the region boundarics. These are Magka
AIIMMNMwMT&mWIWMMM
within Kastamonu and Cankin provinces, Yedigiller (Seven Lakes) national park
within Bolu, Zonguldak and Rize provinces and Kagkar Mountains national park
within Artvin province. Covering an arca of 51,500 hectares Kagkar Mountains
isclf has been declared as a national park in 1994,

Regson 1 located withmn the boundaries of the four national parks. These are
the province of Trabzon Macka Alundere National Park, with the province of
Kastamonu ligaz Mountain National Park is located in the province of Cankar.
which are adjacent 10 areas of Bolu province of Zoaguldak province established a
large part of Seven Lakes National Park and the town of Rize Camlihemsin, a part
of the small town of Yusufeli in Artvin within the boundaries of the Kagkar
Mountains National Park. Covering an area of 51,500 hectares has been declared a
national park in 1994 Kackar Mountains. Turkey, which is one of 33 National Park
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arca Hatila Valley National Park arca within the boundanes of the central districe,
Hatila Hatila Valley Stream, and includes many side creeks. Karagol Sahara
Natonal Park, Turkey 1s one of 33 National Park arca and is located within the
boundarics of the town of Artvin Savsat consists of two separate hHield: These
Karagol and the Sahara platcan.

33 Cultural and Architectural Heritage

The Black Sca geo-cultural region, as crossroads and a bond between Europe
and Asia, East and West since carly times, has its own specific features. Here
different cultures, traditions and religions have imtertwined, nfluenced and
enriched each other. This gives the Black Sea arca a prominent place of its own on
the global cultural scene,

The Sumela Monastery 15 one of the most important heritage artractions in
the region. The monastery is a Greek Orthodox monastery, standing at the foot of
steep chiff facing the Alundere valley near 10 Trabzon city. The alitude of the
construction 15 approximately 1200 m and it is a major tounist attraction of
Altindere national park (Figure 3)

1T
"

Y

Figure 3: The Sumela monastery

Many monuments from this arca have been inscribed on the World Hermage
List which was established under the Convention conceming the Protection of the
World Cultural and Natural Hentage adopted by UNESCO Member States in 1972,
Hagia Sophia in Istanbul is one of the most important listed buildings (Figure 4)
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Figure 4: Hagia Sophia, Istanbul

Safranbolu is another UNESCO site, Site, the last and largest repository of
19th century, half-tmbered Ottoman houses (Figure 5)

Figure S: The view of Safranbolu



Beside heritage propertics listed in the UNESCO Black Sea region includes
the important vernacular architectural examples of Turkey. Traditional timber
framed masonry infilled structures arc the attraction and architectural heritage of
the region as well as of Turkey. There are many well preserved buildings in the
region constructed with different local traditional techniques and materials,

4. Conclusions

Black Sca basin as an important potential for developing cross border
interrelations need to tackle tasks together with all border countries and allow
NGOs and civil socicty to play role in shaping solutions. Universities,
academicians and researchers should be integrated in practical works and projects
in order to be a part of real solutions and development strategics in the region.
Resources of cooperation might be listed as powerful subjects with creative aims,
improvement of infrastructure, raising awarcness of common history and roots in
terms of culture, science and education particularly in young populstion. Taking
into account these key points of cooperation the priorities of short term and long
term action plan are protection of cultural heritage and natural resources.
improvement of social, transportation, technical and touristic infrastructure.

Increasing importance of the region shows the essential need to meet
emerging challenges and reinterpret the existing ones. The current strategic key
points mentioned in the previous paragraphs encapsulate the main issues and the
need to address the challenges they pose. All these are mterconnected and tryving 10
address one withowt dealing with the others is not possible or in other words
wouldn't be really functional

By addressing these key points this paper aims to contribute 1o joint vision
and a common strategy for the Black Sea region by developing new aspect in arcas
of key concern. The goal is 1o provide input for new vision and long term strategy
for the Black Sea as an engine of cross border cooperation. The priority arcas are
considered as in the list below:

e Strengthening of information, communication, transport, accessibility and
connectivity and trade links within the region,

® Development of tourism nitiatives and tourism networks 10 support
traditional products and culture,

* Improvement of transport and infrastructure networks, their integration and
planning of new cross border transport networks,

* Development of information data base for protecting the ecosystem,

® Support educational relations and establishing of cultural networking
among Black Sea basin communities,

* Promoting of the cross border cooperation for a sustainable development of
the Black Sca basin and its inclusion in the educational process.
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